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Biblical Foundations 

Church planter training must be built on a solid understanding of God's purposes for the church and of his mission to reconcile all of creation to himself. Biblical church planting comes from sound Christology, ecclesiology and missiology. The applications and strategies are many but the universal principles are limited.
See Chapters 1-3 of Global Church Planting – Biblical Principles and Best Practices (Ott and Wilson 2011)
What Biblical principles should guide church planting efforts? Check the one you agree with and add those that are missing.
Church planting is a central part of God’s mission to form a new people of God (Ephesians 1:3-14, 1 Peter 2:4-10). 
Christ loves the church and promised to build it (Matthew 16:18). He will not return until there is a witness to every ethnic group (Matthew 24:14). 

God grows His church by adding those who are saved (1 Corinthians 3:6, Acts 2:47). 

Church planting is primarily a spiritual enterprise that depends on the regenerating work, leading, and empowering of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-11). 

The gospel is the church planting catalyst that opens the way for a new church to be formed. Without the spreading of this life-giving seed churches will not be planted (Matt. 13:1-21).

The first wave of church planting among a people group is apostolic – meaning that it relies on people being sent from churches in other cultures (“first apostles” 1 Cor. 12:27 c.f. Eph. 4:11).

After the first wave, the primary responsibility for expanding to unevangelized areas and new generations within a people group lies with the indigenous church (even if they work in partnership with others) (1 Thess. 1:8, Matt 28:18-20, Acts 1:8) 

God’s plan goes beyond rescuing the lost to transforming lives, families and communities (Parable of salt & light - Matthew 5:13-16, of yeast - Matthew 13:33 and ministry of Jesus and apostles).  

The Great Commission implicitly includes church planting (teaching, baptizing, discipling all nations - Matthew 28:18-20). 

The task of evangelism is complete only when people are brought into the fold of the church (Luke 14:23, 15:1-10). 
The book of Acts demonstrates that new churches are the normal and necessary result of evangelism and disciple-making. 
Church planting is central to Pauline understanding and practice of mission (Romans 15:19-20, 1 Corinthians 3:5-6). 
Others:

Do Church Planters Grasp God’s Agency in Church Planting?
Unless church planters understand they are part of God’s wonderful plan, they may lose heart. God gives birth to new churches as his children faithfully obey the Great Commission. New churches come from existing churches - either nearby or far away. This cycle of reproduction has continued from Jerusalem (Acts 2) to today; thus communities of Christ-followers have been multiplied throughout the world. We want to have an inclusive, movement perspective that considers God’s role, the role of the established mother-church, and the role of church planters. 
The Father - One of the names of God is Jezreel, the God who plants. When God plants He provides all that his people need to grow.  The idea conveys love, protection, nurture and cultivation.  He also expects his plants to produce fruit (Isaiah 5).  The God who plants is a God of grace who does not abandon his people (Hosea 2).  Only God can assure growth (1 Cor. 3:5) because it depends on new life which He gives. God is growing His church not primarily for his church’s sake but for the glory of His name through the extension of His reign on earth. Thus church planting is part of the broader Misio Dei (mission of God).

The Holy Spirit - The Christian mission of church planting is not a human enterprise, but it is a divine operation, directed and controlled by the Holy Spirit.  This is seen throughout the Book of Acts. It is fundamentally a spiritual work and all spiritual work requires spiritual means. We must not forget that there are no spiritual means or agency apart from the Holy Spirit. Therefore, no amount of study, training and experience would substitute for the leading and power of the Holy Spirit and every dimension of church planning must be led and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus the Son - Jesus said “I will my church and the gates of hell shall not overcome it” (Matt. 16: 18). He began the work of establishing his church with the 12, then the 120, and through His Spirit is extending it today. Church planting finds its origin in Jesus’ life, ministry, death and resurrection. It bears repeating that Jesus is planting his church. He calls and gifts men and women, who become his associates and assistants. Church planters are called His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5: 20) and fellow-workers (1 Cor. 3:9). Jesus is extending his mystical Body across cultures as his disciples obey the Great Commission so that people of all nations might welcome Him upon His return to earth (Matt. 24:14) and proclaim the wonder of His grace throughout eternity (Rev 5:9-10). 

Do church planters prioritize the gospel or human strategy in their church planting activities?
Some make the fatal mistake of disassociating evangelism and church planting. They think of church planting as gathering believers and harnessing them to organize a new church.

[image: image2.wmf]Church planting is anticipated in the Gospels, particularly in Jesus’ parables – through the analogy of the sower and the seed.  In the parable of the sower the idea is to spread the seed broadly in various types of soils knowing that some will produce more than others (Matt. 13:1-23). In other passages it has the sense of putting a specific seed in the soil carefully and deliberately so that it will take root and produce a plant shoot (Jn. 12:23-24). Paul writes to the Corinthians: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow (3: 6).  Paul continues “You are God’s field” (3:9). The gospel is the seed and the people are the soil in this analogy.
The seed-sowing analogy underlines four key elements in church planting or the four realities needed to bring to life a new church: 
(a) the seed or life-giving Word, 
(b) the soil or terrain which is made receptive by God 
(c) the sower or human agent who take implants the seed in the soil, 
(d) the Spirit, the Lord of the Harvest who superintends the whole spiritual process of bringing a new kingdom community into existence. 
New churches emerge as disciples spread His Word, water the grains, and resist the counter-offensives of the enemy (Matt. 13:3-8, Mark 4:3-20, Luke 8:5-8). The Book of Acts also portrays the gospel is the life-giving seed. The proclamation of the gospel is the catalyst for church planting. As the gospel is preached the Holy Spirit applies that message to the hearts of the hearers (2:37, 16:14). Those who repent and believe in Christ are saved and added to the church (2:41, 47; 5:14; 11:24, etc.). Luke speaks of the planting and growth of the church in terms of the word of God growing, spreading, multiplying and prevailing (6:7, 12:24, 13:49, 19:20). 
How do church planters naturally conceive of the local church? Do they see it through cultural or biblical eyes? 
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Tom Julien, former Mission Director of the Grace Brethren, tells the following story: A group of young people was hiking in the Alps.  In the distance, they saw a shepherd.  They approached him and began a conversation, discovering immediately that he was not an ordinary shepherd; he was a sculptor.  According to Julien’s story, the shepherd spent half of his time in the mountains with the sheep, contemplating the forms of nature.  The other half of his life was spent creating in his artist’s studio.  His ability to create came from his ability to see. Unless he fills his soul with images of God’s creation, he is incapable of expressing God’s intended design.  Likewise church planters are, among other things, artists seeking to reproduce God’s design for the local church in a specific context. The expression "kingdom community" summarizes God's design for the local church.  
Community- The word for people (laos) indicates a special relationship of belonging and affection.  The church is God’s peculiar or special people (Titus 2: 14, 1 Peter 2: 9) set apart for Him. His people are to manifest the mark of His ownership, His love, and His rule.  The apogee of the Church is found in Rev 21: 3 “They shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them.” This is confirmed by words like body, assembly, people, and household, to stress the church as a community of subjects, set apart to honor and serve their King.  The church is a living organism, not an institution.  As such, it should manifest the presence, purpose, and power of Christ.  The essential mark of the church is not a doctrinal statement or an ethical quality but “Christ himself.”  

Kingdom - The church exists to express and extend God's reign in this world. She is God’s reconciling agent. He has made her to be a holy priesthood to declare His praises and an apostolic band to extend his loving reign through the Gospel.  The church is also salt and light in this world.  The church is God’s reconciling agent or ambassador, bringing peace with God, and as an outworking of that reconciliation, peace with all of God’s creation. The glory and interest of an ambassador is focused in the one he or she represents.

Therefore, combining these dimensions we seek to plant churches that are kingdom communities - congregations of Christians who embody and live out the kingdom values as Jesus taught them.  The essence of kingdom communities is found: 1) in their relation to Jesus Christ and 2) in their obedience to the will of the King, explicitly stated in Scripture.  

A kingdom community is a group of believers of any size and shape that meets the biblical criteria of a church. The focus is where it should be: on the nature, character and mission of the church, rather than its shape, size or meeting place.

 .
Kingdom communities are Christ-centered, Bible-based, and transformational. They are formed of born again, obedient disciples of Jesus Christ who advance Christ’s reign here and now, while anticipating His return as King. The power of the gospel becomes active in them and they become the salt and light of the earth through their words and deeds. The quality of their lives and communities becomes a counter-cultural witness impacting people, families, villages, cities, and nations. 

Discussion: Ask church planters when a church is considered planted?
We believe that when a community of disciples meets regularly for worship, teaching, the ordinances, and fellowship, under qualified local leaders, it is a church. Paul and his team always established local leaders, except when they were forced to leave before reaching that stage. When that happened they returned to do it (Acts 14). Cultural expectations such as a salaried pastor, a building, or certain programs do not need to be met before a church is considered planted. The contrast should be evident.

	Biblical Essentials
	Western Cultural Expectations

	Biblically qualified leaders
	An ordained, seminary trained pastor

	Regular meetings
	A public building in which regular meetings take place

	Giving
	A budget including a pastor’s salary

	Born again disciples edifying each other
	A set of programs

	Worship and biblical teaching
	A programmed worship service led by a worship team 


Cultural expectations are not wrong but they should not be transposed by those planting the church in another culture or setting.

Ask church planters: What is the church planting goal - A new local church or a movement of reproducing churches? 

Both can be good answers. In pioneer settings the first local church must be planted. But the longterm goal of apostolic church planting is an expanding cluster of healthy, reproducing, indigenous, self-supporting, and interdependent kingdom communities that will eventually send out church planters and missionaries. This can be called a church planting movement. God’s plan is that churches multiply by producing disciples who form new churches to transform other people groups and communities. Church planters must be encouraged to develop bi-vocal vision and make decisions with the first church plant that will help it to reproduce.
Review and Reflection
· Ground church planting in sound… 
· Christology (how does it related to Jesus, who he is and what he did?) 
· Missiology (how is it rooted in the Old and New Testaments, particularly the Great Commission)

· Ecclesiology (what is God’s purpose for the local church in his redemptive work?)
· Kingdom Theology (how is church planting central to the advance of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ?)

· Show how church planting ties together the Great Commission, the Great Commandment, and the Great Calling (to glorify and worship God).

· Distinguish between Biblical Essentials and Cultural Non-Essentials

· Help church planters answer these questions

· What is church planting?

· What is the irreducible minimum of the local church?

· Why should we plant churches?

What questions do you still have about the Biblical Foundations for Church Planting?

1.

2.

3.

Please consult the index in Global Church Planting – Biblical Principles and Best Practices (Ott and Wilson, Baker Academic: 2011).
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