
 

 

Serving our brothers and sisters in the Democratic Republic of CONGO                                

with tangible acts of love 
Email: Caringforcongo@efca.org or Rachel.Balia@efca.org  

(formerly White Cross) 

 

Your LABOR   

is NOT         

in vain. 

 
I Cor. 15:58 

Caring for Congo is not new in EFCA ReachGlobal. Formerly called òWhite Crossó, 

women throughout our Evangelical Free Churches for 100 years have faithfully given of 

their time, talents and money to be the Hands of Jesus throughout our world. And we 

continue until today, serving primarily in the Democratic Republic of Congo at Tandala 

Hospital and in GlobalFingerprints ministries. Godõs love is beautifully described in I John 

3:16-18, ending with, òLet us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.ó 
 

Important info: 

1. Gifts to help with extra shipping costs can be sent to CaringforCongo #3938 

 Made payable to EFCA, 901 E 78th St, Minneapolis MN 55420 

2.   Rachel Balia continues as CaringforCongo Coordinator:                                                

 Rachel.Balia@efca.org or CaringforCongo@efca.org 

3. https://tandala.epistle.org/subscribeñif you want more Tandala stories 

4. Pray for our sister churches in Congo, CECU, to be the Hands of Jesus! 
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Jim Snyder, ReachGlobal AFRICA Intõl Leader 

Pastor Nupanga, President of CECU 

Meet those who serve in CECU Church and ReachGlobal  

Francoise, GlobalFingerprints Congo Program Manager     

Dr. Robert Olodo,, Tandala Medical Coordinator      

                Rachel Balia                    Julie Turnquist               Nurse Benjamin 

  CaringforCongo Coordinator  CaringforCongo Assistant  Medical Supervisor 

          Heather Hall         Grace Hill              Jerry & Nancy Hibma  

GlobalFingerprints Coordinator  Promise Home & Disabilities                Elikya Advocates 
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 Journey of  Supplies to Congo  

The container is picked up from Chicago CSX Bedford Park and 
brought to the loading place in Chicago Heights, IL. Loading takes 
2 days. The  container is returned to Chicago CSX where it goes 
by rail to Norfolk, VA. It is loaded on a ship and stops in ports in 
Algeciras, Spain; Pointe Noire, Congo Brazzaville; and Matadi, DR 
Congo. Here it takes 2-3 weeks to clear customs. The container is 
unloaded and the items are trucked  220 miles to Balis Center in 
Kinshasa.  CaringforCongo supplies are taken to Kinshasa Port 
and put on a boat to Mbandaka. When the boat arrives in Akula or 
Mogalo everything is loaded onto a truck and transported over 
very bad dirt/mud roads to Gemena. Once in Gemena the supplies 
for Tandala are sorted and trucked to Tandala. It can take 4-6 
monthsðor longer!--for CaringforCongo supplies to reach Ge-
mena/Tandala. Weather, river levels, road and bridge conditions 
effect the time it takes the supplies to reach their final destination. 

 

Kinshasa 

 

¶ Gemena  

¶  Tandala  

Journey of CaringforCongo Supplies  
(formerly White Cross) 

 

Democratic Republic of Congo  

Sud-Ubangi  Province 

 

Ports  
                
Matadi  
          

Kinshasa 
 

Mbandaka  
 

Akula 
 

Mogalo 
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1. Medical Supplies for Tandala Medical Outreach  
Our sister church in CONGO (CECU) is made up of over 1,000 local congregations. In 2022, they  

celebrated 100 years since the Gospel of Jesus arrived in their corner of Congo! Titus Johnson, the 

first missionary there, arrived at Tandala, and decided that that is where God had called him.  

Tandala Hospital was built around 1955 in the Ubangi Province, the northwest corner of what was 

then the Belgian Congo. Evangelical Free Church missionaries envisioned a place where  compassionate 

care for physical needs could be integrated with the spiritual needs of the Congolese.  Indeed from its 

early years, the motto was and remains òCompassion, Dedication and Integrityó. 

Poverty in the Ubangi is extreme. There is little or no infrastructure, even today...no paved roads, no      

communication except for scattered cell towers that service small areas, no post office. Most people 

are subsistence farmers. Our CaringforCongo medical supplies greatly assist the staff in caring for the 

patients.  

Supplies needed for Tandala Medical Outreach:  
1. Rolled bandages and squares 
2. Surgical and medical linens 

3. Uniforms for hospital staff 

4. Layettes (newborn kimono and receiving blanket) 

5. Latex gloves 

6. Scripture cards and Mercy Kits 

Projects for the Democratic Republic of CONGO  

2. Supplies for GlobalFingerprints (Orphans & Vulnerable Children)      
www.globalfingerprints.org / $39 a month for child sponsorship   

 

We partner with the Congolese church in caring for and training orphans and widows. GlobalFinger-

prints  is the EFCA child sponsorship program. We are currently caring for over 1,900 vulnerable   chil-
dren in the Democratic Republic of Congo through GlobalFingerprints , which was launched in 2006. 

Most of our sponsored children stay in familiesñeither extended family or a loving Christian takes them 

in, and the Congolese church provides Care Workers who make monthly visits, assisting with school 

fees, uniforms, medical care and nutrition. Most importantly, they pray for and with the child and intro-

duce them to God the Father through His Son Jesus.  
 

Some of our kids in GlobalFingerprints need special help or more training. Three other ministries have 

been created to meet these needs: 

 A. Elikya Center, a training center for older orphans and widows 

 B. Promise Home , a home for children with special needs, physical or mental 

 C. New Horizon School , GlobalFingerprints school with Christ-Centered focus 

Supplies needed: 
1.  Touch of Love kits 

2.  Touch of Mercy kits 

3.  Gently used or new tennis shoes 

4.  Notebook Bag kits 

5.  Dress and shorts kits (and finished garments) 

6.  Scripture cards 

7.  Girlsõ Hygiene kits 

8. School Supplies 

9. Tools for carpentry, masonry, mechanical (only METRIC system) for Elikya and Promise Home  

10. Child and Adult Diapers and other supplies for those with disabilities 

EFCA ReachGlobal  CaringforCongo #3938  E-mail: caringforcongo@efca.org 
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Pictured above :  

Tandala Hospital; triplets born at Tandala and gifted kimono sets; doctors and nurses in scrubs;                    

surgery and surgical linens; mattress covers 

Tandala Hospital & Medical Work  

EFCA ReachGlobal  CaringforCongo #3938   E-mail: caringforcongo@efca.org 
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GlobalFingerprints Congo has over 1,900 children that are spon-

sored and being cared for. Most of our children are orphans and 

live with Grandparents or relatives. Through the Congolese church, 

we have Care Workers who make monthly visits to the kids, enroll 

them in school and pay tuition, pay their medical bills, pray with and 

encourage them along with their families, and help meet other 

physical and material needs of the kids.  Most importantly,  they in-

troduce them to Jesus and new life in Him! Thatõs where YOU 

come in! The dresses, shorts, shoes, Love Kits, hygiene kits, Scrip-

ture cards, all point them to Godõs loving care. 
 

GlobalFingerprints Congo has at least 100 Care Workers who love 

these kids so much. The mission of GlobalFingerprints: Transform 

lives and build the Church through child sponsorship. 
 

Want more information on GlobalFingerprints sponsorship?     

Email Heather (Heather.Hall@efca.org) or visit 

www.globalfingerprints.org 

GlobalFingerprints CONGO CareWorkers with Heather, Site Coordinator  

EFCA ReachGlobal   CaringforCongo #3938    E-mail : caringforcongo@efca.org 

Meet Heather Hall,  

GlobalFingerprints Congo  

Coordinator 

Heather.Hall@efca.org 

www.globalfingerprints.org 

Account: GF Congo 3912 



 

 

Every year, we need around 24 sponsors 

for our widows  

ELIKYA Center accepts around 24 widows every year 

to study and learn a trade. They have health and nu-

tritional needs while at ELIKYA. As a sister in Christ, 

pray about sponsoring  a widow.  Sponsorship begins 

every August and is $765 total for the  widowõs costs. 

Included in this is a gift of a Bible and a sewing ma-

chine or other tools needed to begin her business 

along with transportation money to return to her vil-

lage. 

Contact : Nancy.Hibma@efca.org 

EFCA ReachGlobal  CaringforCongo #3938  Email: caringforcongo@efca.org  
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Orphans & Widows at ELIKYA (HOPE) Training Center            
Website : elikyameanshope.org  Elikya account # 3982  

Contact: jerry.hibma@efca.org and nancy.hibma@efca.org  

Elikya offers  a wonderful opportunity for older orphans 

who are part of GlobalFingerprints, to learn a life-giving 

trade and transition well into adulthood. Vulnerable wid-

ows also have the opportunity to have their lives changed 

here. The Center offers anywhere from ten months to two 

years of vocational training, along with basic life skills clas-

ses, Biblical studies, and literacy training. The vocational 

training includes sewing, masonry, carpentry, agriculture, 

mechanics, haircare, baking, computer skills, and soap mak-

ing. The students live in housing provided at the Center 

where they experience the love and grace of Christ lived 

out in the lives of their teachers and fellow students.  

Above : Jerry & Nancy Hibma, Elikya 

Advocates: Elikya boys with gifts of 

Love Kits & Bibles                             

Right : Elikya girls with gift of                 

hygiene kits                                         

Below: Elikya widows learning to read   

http://sponsorship.globalfingerprints.org/

